Papanicolaou Society of Cytopathology

Business Meeting

March 7th, 2009

Denver, Colorado

1. Called to order (S. Raab, M.D.): meeting began at 4 p.m.

2. Secretary’s report (D. Chhieng, M.D.): 

Election Report: Received a total of 132  eligible votes.  For the position of president elect, Lester Layfield, M.D. was elected and for members at large, Zubair Baloch, Andrew Field and Matthew Zarka were elected.  

3. Treasurer’s report (E. Suba, M.D.): 

The net income for year 2008 was $26,389.37. The financial condition of the Society is solid. 
4. Scientific Session (M. Pittman, M.D.): 

Our 2009 scientific program is entitled “Where Small Biopsies Go Wrong - Mistakes Made and Lessons Learned: Pathway to Patient Safety”.  In this session, four sessions covering head & neck, breast, soft tissue, and the QI program are discussed by experts in the field.  The speakers are Bruce Wenig, Scott Kilpartick, Andrea Dawson, and Steve Raab.
5. LC Tao and Yolanda Ortel Awards (B.M. Ljung, M.D.): 

· Educator of the year (LCT) award winner: Dr. Andrea Abati

· The interventional cytopathology award: Dr. Jerry Waisman.
6. Reseach Awards (A. Filipe M.D.): 

· Educator of the year (LCT) award winner: Dr. Andrea Abati

· The interventional cytopathology award: Dr. Jerry Waisman.

· Research awards: This year a total of 24 abstracts entered the PSC Research Award competition and the results are:

1st PLACE

F Lipata, S Mahooti, D Chhieng, P Hui.

Yale University, New Haven 

Abstract: “Ki-Ras Mutation Analysis of Pancreaticobiliary Cytology Specimens with Indeterminate Diagnoses”

2nd PLACE

YX Liu, L Hutchinson, M St.Cyr, J Garver, B Woda, EF Cosar.

UMass Memorial Medical Center, Worcester, MA

Abstract: “Integration of Morphology with Fluorescent In Situ Hybridization (FISH) Increases the Accuracy of Bladder Cancer Diagnosis in Standard Papanicolaou (PAP) Urine Cytology: Evaluation of Chromosome Tetrasomy in Urothelial Carcinoma”

3rd PLACE

D Tran-Thanh, V Iakovlev, C Wang, V Wong, K Warren, DR McCready, S Boerner, N Miller, B Youngson, WL Leong, SJ Done.

Toronto General Hospital, Toronto, ON, Canada; Ontario Cancer Institute, Toronto, ON, Canada; Princess Margaret Hospital, Toronto, ON, Canada.
Abstract: “Identification of Molecular Alterations Leading to Malignancy in Ductoscopically Procured Mammary Epithelial Cells”
7. Education and Training Task Force Committee Report (M. Siddiqui M.D.)
· The committee published 4 cases of the month in 2008 and 1 in 2009. 

i. January 2008. Pap Test - Vesico-vaginal Fistula.

ii. February2008: FNA Cytology - Myxoid adrenocortical adenoma

iii. June 2008: FNA Cytology – Renal Oncocytoma

iv. September 2008: FNA Cytology – Solid Pseudo-papillary Tumor of the Pancreas. 

v. February 2009: FNA Cytology – Myoepithelial carcinoma of the Parotid (Pending publication) 

· The committee is working on the final draft of the book chapters on Cytopathology of Respiratory Lesions, edited by Dr. Syed Z. Ali M.D.and to be published by Churchill Livingstone later this year. 
8. International relations (A. Field, M.D.): 
· Andrew Field gave an updated report on the African tutorials and various meetings with the new cytology societies.

· See Appendix A
9. Committee Chairs Appointment and Charges (M. Pitman, M.D.)

· Martha outlines the charges of various committees.
· See Appendix B
10. Meeting adjourned at 4:45pm  

Appendix A

Report to Papanicolaou Society Board March, 2009 (updating report of December, 2008)

From Andrew Field

Board Member at Large

Since the Board meeting in Denver in March, 2008, there have been a number of exciting developments.

In June, I met with Professor Kunbi Banjo, Dr Volker Schneider and Dr William Geddie at the European Congress of Cytology meeting in Rovaniemi, and there were discussions regarding the establishment of a West African Society of Cytology, building on the earlier decision by the 48 registrants at the third FNB tutorial held in October, 2007, at the Lagos University Teaching Hospital, where it was decided to create such a society affiliated with the IAC. 

Subsequently, a West African Society of Cytology has been established, and holds its first scientific meeting in Kano, Nigeria, March 31 to April 3. It is planned to run two days of FNB tutorials, and I have been asked to contribute to the main program. I will then travel to Lagos and Ibadan to give lectures on FNB technique. The planned second tutorial in Dar Es Salaam, has been cancelled due to Dr Bill Geddies unavailability at short notice, and discussions have been held with Professor Ephata Kaaya, resulting in this tutorial being planned now for 12 to 16 October, 2009. 

The discussions in Rovaniemi included plans to run a total of eight tutorials in west and eastern Africa in 2009 to early 2010, and the Kano Tutorial is the first of these. The format of these tutorials will vary with the requirements of the local Society and registrants.

The fourth FNB tutorial, under the sponsorship of the Papanicolaou Society, was run in Nairobi, Kenya, from the 18th to 21st October,2008, at the Aga Khan Hospital, over a four day period. William Geddie from Toronto and Henrike Rees from Saskatoon joined me on the faculty, and the local organization run extremely well by Dr Shahin Sayed. The facilities were very good and the arrangements to provide demonstration FNBs on clinic patients were excellent. There were some 42 registrants, from Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda, Rwanda and Burundi.

Following the tutorial, I flew to Mombassa, where the biannual meeting of the Association of Pathologists of Eastern, Central and Southern Africa was being held and delivered a key note address on the potential role of FNB and general cytology in delivering health care in the resource limited setting, ending with a brief presentation on our efforts in providing cytology tutorials. Importantly, there were discussions with key pathologists from Kenya and Tanzania and South Africa re future tutorials and the establishment of a cytology society to cover the areas in which APECSA has the major role across all strands of pathology. This process is now underway.

Professor Fred Silver was present representing the Friends of Africa group, which is also planning future meetings in Africa. 

A further tutorial in gynaecological and general cytology will be held July 13 to 16, 2009, in Kampala, Uganda, with David Chhieng and Tarik Elsheikh delivering the tutorial.

In October a second FNB and respiratory and fluids tutorial will be held in Nairobi, from 6 to 10, followed by the Dar Es Salaam tutorial mentioned above. It is possible that an east African Cytology Society will be up and running by that time, and it may hold its first meeting on 11 to 13th,  October. And finally tutorials in Nigeria and an eastern African country, are planned in January 2010. 

Can we advertise through the Papanicolaou Society for anyone interested in attending and contributing to these tutorials. We need to expand the faculty, and it would be superb if we could get experienced cytologists and cytology laboratory managers to attend the tutorials and spend some time assessing the needs of the laboratories and putting in train ways to support these laboratories. Ideally, it would be great to have four speakers at each tutorial. So if anyone is interested in any of these meetings or tutorials, please contact me.

Finally, it appears not possible to run a Papanicolaou Society sponsored Tutorial at the next Asian Division of the IAP meeting form 19 to 23 August, 2009, in Kochin in India, which I had suggested at the last Board meeting. However, the organizers have asked me to convene a full day cytology session during the meeting. If any Society members are interested in contributing to this meeting, could they please contact me.

With the establishment of west and eastern African Societies of Cytology, the organization and running of future meetings will be in the hands of the local committees, as will the establishment of educational programs, accreditation and examinations, and career structures, initially for pathologists and then increasingly for scientists. This is an exciting development for cytology in Africa. I hope that the Papanicolaou Society can act as an active resource for assisting this whole process, providing teachers and assisting with the establishment of laboratories through expertise and protocols etc.  

Dr Andrew Field

afield@stvincents.com.au

Appendix B 

Papanicolaou Society of Cytopathology (Organization)

Officers, Committee Structure and Charges for 2009-2011

Officers:

President: Martha Bishop Pitman, M.D. [2009-2011]

Charges: 

· To lead the PSC in its mission and objectives as outlined in the Bylaws Article II

· Serve as Chair of the Board of Directors and preside over meetings

· Receive all donations, bequests and gifts on behalf of the Society

· Work with the Program Development committee to solicit commercial support for scientific programs and reception

· To represent the PSC in official business and contacts with other professional societies 

· Provide a statement or message for publication Focus and online each year of the Presidency (by end of the month of annual meeting)

· To appoint chairs of all standing committees, task forces and liaisons for a two (2) year term, and to notify all committees of their charges and responsibilities

· To disband committees and task forces at the end of the two year term with a letter of appreciation

· Call winners and losers of elections with results of elections

President-Elect: Lester Layfield, M.D. [2009-2011]


Charges:

· To assist the President in accomplishing the mission and objectives of the PSC as requested by the President

· To act as Parliamentarian of the PSC

· To fulfill all duties of the President in the absence of the President

Treasurer: Eric Suba, M.D. [2007-2010]; eligible for 2nd 3 year term


Charges: 

· Accountable for all funds from dues or otherwise

· Disperse funds to pay expenses

· Keep an accurate and up to date listing of members and status of dues payments

· Provide a list of paid members to Wiley, Inc. for timely subscription to Diagnostic Cytopathology

· Work with the Budget and Finance committee to prepare an annual budget for the ensuing year

· Present a financial report in the form of a complete Treasurer’s Report at the annual meeting

· Present report from an outside auditor (CPA) who is pre-approved by the Board of Directors at the annual meeting

Secretary: David Chheing, M.D., Ph.D. [2008-2011]; eligible for 2nd 3 year term


Charges:

· Organize and coordinate all business meetings

· Keep minutes of the annual business meeting and all other transactions of the PSC

· Send dues notice for membership, information about the annual meeting and all other functions of the PSC to the Board and membership in a timely fashion

· The ballot of names from the nominating committee shall be available by the end of September following the annual meeting; the election ballot shall be ready for email and available online by mid-October with closure of elections by mid-November.

· Cross-reference of vote from the list of paid members is required for the vote to count

· The winner is by majority vote; a vote by the Board of Directors will decide a tie of the membership vote

· Provide election results to chair of the web site committee for posting

Board of Directors: Officers above plus most immediate Past President and 6 members-at-large

Past-President: Stephen Raab, M.D. [2009-2011]

Members at Large:

Britt-Marie Ljung, M.D. [2008-2011; 1st term]

Aylin Simsir, M.D.  [2008-2011; 1st term]

Tarik Elsheikh, M.D. [2007-2010; 1st term]

Andrew Field, M.D. [2009-2012; 2nd term]

Zubair Baloch, M.D. [2009-2012; 1st  term]

Matt Zarka, M.D. [2009-2012; 1st  term]

Charges of the Board of Directors:

· Formulate all policies governing the affairs of the PSC

· Conduct the business of the PSC

· Uphold the Bylaws

· Authorize the disbursement of funds

Standing Committees and Task Forces: Chair (appointed by the President for a two (2) year term) and 4-6 members chosen by the chair for a similar two (2) year term.

Nominating Committee: Exception to the above structure. This committee is composed of the three (3) immediate past presidents of the PSC.


Stephen Raab, M.D. [2009-2015]


Andrea Abati, M.D. [2007-2013]


Kim Geisinger, M.D. [2005-2011]

Charges:

· Submit names of nominees to offices elected by the membership- President-elect, Secretary, Treasurer and Members-at-large at least ninety (90) days prior to the annual business meeting

· The officers of the society should have already served the PSC as a Member at Large 

· Any member of the PSC may submit a name in nomination to the chair of the nominating committee

· At least two (2) names must be submitted for  President-elect

· The ballot of names from the nominating committee shall be available by the end of September following the annual meeting; the election ballot shall be ready for email and available online by the mid-October with closure of elections by mid-November.

· The winner is by majority vote; a vote by the Board of Directors will decide a tie of the membership vote

Scientific Program Committee

Chair: Zubair Baloch, M.D., Ph.D. [2009-2011]

Members:

Charges:

· Design, organize and conduct the scientific program (17th  2010 and 18th  2011) of the PSC during the Companion Meeting weekend of the USCAP

· Topic of the session is decided by consensus at the Annual meeting of the BOD

· Committee is to invite speakers and meet all deadlines as outlined by the USCAP office

· Chair is to communicate with the Executive Director of the USCAP about topic and speakers of the sessions

· If coordinating the session with the ASC, the chair and committee will work with the ASC scientific program committee and chair

· Chair is to act as moderator of the scientific program during his/her term 

· Write a letter of appreciation to the faculty of the scientific session on behalf of the President and PSC membership for their time and expertise following the annual meeting (within one month)

· Create an ASC-Panel Luncheon subcommittee

· This group will be responsible for organizing and submitting a proposal for a panel luncheon at the annual ASC meeting

Program Development Committee

Chair: Stephen  Raab, M.D.

Charges:

· Raise funds to support the various programs and activities of the PSC

· Work with the treasurer to develop a foundation to support the PSC’s mission

· Investigate grant opportunities to support global endeavors such as the African FNA tutorials

Publication Committee

Chair: Vinod Shidam, M.D. (editor of Focus)

Charges:

· Produce a newsletter (Focus) twice a year (June and December)

· Focus will be available online only with a link emailed to membership

· Focus will be converted to PDF and archived on PSC web site

· Solicit contributions from commercial companies for advertising space in the newsletter

Web Site Committee

Chair: Dan Kurtycz, M.D.

Charges:

· To interact and communicate on a regular basis with the technical company hired to support the PSC web site (web master: currently Earle Barnes)

· To review, edit and approve a contract with the web master

· To receive invoices from web master for change orders to the contract and ensure timely payment for services rendered

· Work with the treasurer and web mater to create an online membership application and dues payment

· Work with the secretary and web mater to create an online election process

· To ensure that the content of the web site is up to date

· Officers, Board of Directors and committee members

· Message from the President

· Most recent version of bylaws (currently has 2000 version; need 2007 version)

· Award winners including resident research award winners with link to PDF of their winning abstract

· Focus newsletter archive in PDF

· eLearning Series with SAMs credit 

· Thyroid atlas content

· Annual scientific program information 

· Links to other cytology web sites

· Work with the secretary to develop a process of allowing conference call via Skype

Budget and Finance Committee

Chair: William Faquin, M.D., Ph.D.

Charges:

· Work with the Treasurer to ensure financial stability of the PSC

· Receive requests for budget allocations from committee chairs

· Produce a budget for the PSC Board of Director for approval at the annual business meeting

· Recommend to Board of Directors a change in membership dues if needed

· Report on the independent auditor’s report of the treasurer’s records

Membership Committee

Chair: Rosemary Tambouret, M.D. 

Charges:

· Screen and approve new members

· Investigate opportunities to provide group membership to developing countries 

· Chair shall be the contact person on the web site link for the PSC application form

· Solicit new members globally in all categories: regular, junior, emeritus and honorary 

· Review current membership roster and personally contact “lost” members if possible

· Keep an accurate and up to date record of all member’s contact information (as a backup and to support the Treasurer’s list) and provide that information to the web master for the membership directory

Constitution and Bylaws Committee

Chair: Kim Geisinger, M.D.

1.  D. Chhieng, MD 

2.  S Bergman, M.D.
Charges:

· Review the bylaws and update at least every 6 years (most recent 2006)

· To edit and amend the Bylaws when changes have been approved by membership

Awards Committee

Chair:  Andrea Abati, M.D.

Charges:

· Receive nominations from the membership at least 90 days prior to the annual meeting for

· L.C. Tao Educator of the Year

· Yolanda Oertel Interventional Cytopathologist of the Year

· Ensure that these awards are funded for each year

· Provide information to the President with contact information to ensure that a letter of congratulations and invitation to the meeting to receive the award is sent in a timely fashion

· Provide information to the chair of the web site committee for updating of the web site

· Investigate the creation of a new award: Lifetime Achievement Award to honor the life’s work of those who have greatly contributed to the field of cytopathology

· Submit the name of the winner as decided by consensus of the committee to the President and the Board of Directors at least 60 days prior to the annual meeting

· Be responsible for the production of the plaques for these awards as well as the award plaques for the resident research awards and ensure that all plaques are at the meeting for a formal presentation at the beginning of the scientific program along with a letter of appreciation from the President with the award check

International Scientific Programs and Relations Committee

Chair: Matthew Zarka, M.D.

1. Eric Suba, M.D.

2. Martha Pitman, M.D.

Charges:

· Work with the organizers of the European Congress of Cytology on the PSC sponsored symposium at their annual meeting

· Organize the Cells without Borders afternoon session of the PSC

· Create connections with other international organizations to help recruit members and facilitate joint sessions

· Work with Dr. Field to investigate ways the PSC can sponsor and facilitate the African FNA tutorials

Research Committee

Chair: Claire Michael, M.D.

Charges: 

· Evaluate abstracts for the PSC Research Awards

· Chair renders all abstracts submitted by application and all Stowell-Orbison Award abstracts anonymous

· Committee members score abstracts based on novelty of idea, scientific and/or practical value, and effort

· Report results to the President with contact information and abstract title to ensure a letter of congratulations is sent and that the residents are invited to the PSC scientific session to receive the award

· Provide information to the web site committee chair for updating the web site

· Encourage research award applicants among cytology residents and fellows in cytology training programs

Education and Training Committee

Chair: Aylin Simsir, M.D.

Charges:

· e-Learning initiative

· Take case of the month and model it after the USCAP e-learning center so to be able to use them for SAMs credits

· Get ABP approval for SAMs credit

· Finalize the on-line Thyroid Atlas 

· Work with Syed Ali and Ed Cibas, editors of the Bethesda Thyroid Atlas

Standards of Practice Guidelines Committee

Chair: Britt-Marie Llung, M.D.

1. John Abele, M.D.

2. Susan Rollins, M.D

3. Miquel Sanchez, M.D.

Charges:

· Inform the PSC in the establishment of training and credentialing guidelines for pathologist’s use of ultrasound in FNAs

· Report to the PSC progress made in this area for Focus and the web site

· Provide educational sessions (e.g. Panel luncheon at ASC meeting in 2009)

Government Relations Task Force

Chair: Steve Black-Schaffer, M.D.
Charges:

· Monitor legislative and regulatory issues

· Propose areas of advocacy by the PSC

· Communicate and partner with other medical and cytopathology to advocate for issues relative to cytology organizations
· Update the PSC membership with important timely information with a brief report in the biannual Focus Newsletter

Book Series Task Force

Chair: Kim Geisinger, M.D.

1. D.Chhieng, MD 

2. S Raab, MD 

Charges:

· Edit the PSC book series on small biopsy/ cytology specimens

· Organize the series and authors of the various volumes

· Be the liaison between the PSC and publisher (Cambridge University Press; Marc Strauss)

· Ensure timely productivity

· Provide a degree of uniformity to series 

· Oversight of contracts to ensure that the PSC receives royalties as well as authors

Local Arrangement Task Force
Chair: To be determined by the President for 2010 and 2011 meeting
Charges:

· Organize the PSC reception during USCAP Meeting

· Works with the hotel to provide appropriate rooms for the Board, Business and Companion meetings 

· Ensure lunch is served at the Board executive meeting

· Take photographs of PSC activities, including reception, and awards presentation.  

· Provide the above pictures to the Chair of the Publication Committee  (to be published in Focus) and the Chair of the web site committee

PSC Representatives to Other Organizations

Annual Pap Smear Coalition

Cytopathology Education and Technology Consortium (previously Intersociety Working Group on Cytology Technologies)
United States and Canadian Academy of Pathology

American Society of Cytopathology 

American Society of Clinical Pathologists

College of American Pathologists

Association of Directors of Anatomic and Surgical Pathology

International Academy of Cytology

